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Distillers Grains Technology Council (DGTC)

• Since 1940, the primary focus of the DGTC has been to teach end-
users in the feed industry about the nutritional value of ingredients 
manufactured by fuel and beverage ethanol producers



Distillers Products 

• As technological and sustainable advancements in production of 
distillers feed products are made, new and exciting opportunities 
have opened up for our industry. 



Refining the Industry 

• The DGTC is actively advocating, aligning, and educating the industry 
on 4 current focus areas:

• Regulatory

• Sustainability

• Trade

• Lab Proficiency 



Regulatory Focus and Refinement

• The focus of the DGTC Regulatory Committee is to advocate for and 
educate our industry, animal food industry, and regulators. 

• Education of the Industry
• Working with industry partners on educational materials (USGC Handbook).

• Ingredient Summary Table on the DGTC Website.

• Education of Regulators
• DGTC will have a training for FDA Regulators in October 2022

• Slides will be available on our website after the training



Regulatory Focus and Refinement

• Table on the DGTC website summarizes 
and educates on the diversification of 
our industry.
• distillersgrains.org/distillers-grains/

• There have been a number of recent 
high value ingredients generated by 
biorefineries, which show that 
advancements in technologies are cause 
for both excitement as well as a need for 
a strategic plan to facilitate this growth.

https://distillersgrains.org/distillers-grains/


Sustainability Focus and Refinement

• Our industry is focused on reduction of carbon!

• But what is the animal food industry’s expectation of our feed 
products from a sustainability stand point? 
• How do we tell our story from a co-product/feed product/ingredient 

perspective?

• The DGTC Sustainability Committee is focusing on just that! 

Carbon



Trade Focus and Refinement

• The Trade Committee is focused on reviewing current trade rules that 
our distillers grains and other ingredients are sold under. 
• Are there opportunities to refine the trade rules to improve how we trade 

and the value in the market place domestically?
• Discussions with NGFA on potential opportunities.

• Opportunities to align industry on current issues with international trade.

• Some of the success here, depends on the Lab Proficiency and Method 
Alignment in the industry.



Laboratory Proficiency and Refinement

• The distillers feed product industry often uses third-party labs to 
validate internal lab systems, verify feed product quality and safety, 
and provide non-biased results to customers. 

• Third party and internal plant labs are critical to the success and 
perception of our industry.



Laboratory Proficiency and Refinement

• Action items for this to be successful:
• Lab Method Alignment

• Proficiency Program Improvement

• Industry and Affiliate Organization Buy-In

• Education



Laboratory Proficiency and Refinement

• Lab Method Alignment:
• Update Industry Recommended Paper

• DGTC will serve as technical expertise.



Laboratory Proficiency and Refinement

• Action items for this to be successful:
• Proficiency Program 

• The DGTC identified ASTM to lead the 
DDGS Proficiency Program.

• The DGTC continues to provide 
technical direction to ASTM for this 
program.
• ASTM will share more details! 



Laboratory Proficiency and Refinement

• Action items for this to be successful:
• Industry and Affiliate Organization Buy-In

• We are working and educating our industry associations to ensure this lab 
proficiency program has buy-in and recognition.



Laboratory Proficiency and Refinement

• Action items for this to be successful:
• Education

• Participation is critical to success and continuous improvement.

• Alignment on industry recommended methods is key.

• Recognition of proficiency is important, too. Next Steps?



Distillers Products & Refining the Industry

• The co-product, feed product, ingredient side of the ethanol industry 
has several areas to refine.

• The DGTC needs industry collaboration, support, and commitment to 
truly foster this growth in a strategic, representative, and sustainable 
way. 

• Implementation of a robust DGTC Lab Proficiency Program is an 
essential element in this endeavor.



Thank you!

Discover more with us at the DGTC 
Symposium in Des Moines 

August 7 – 9, 2023! 



Interested in being more involved with the DGTC?

• More Information on membership, contact:
• DGTC Website:

• https://distillersgrains.org/

• Michelle Harper, DGTC Team Member
• vhonda.harper@louisville.edu

• Questions:
• Berit Foss, DGTC Board Member

• Berit.Foss@poet.com

• Joe Ward, DGTC Board Member
• JWard@fluidquiptechnologies.com
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